The initial discovery of a bactericidal substance from a soil Actinomyces by Waksman and Woodruff (20) has been followed by application of both natural and synthetic actinomycins as tools in molecular biology (11, 17) and as antitumor agents (13, 16, 19 
RESULTS

Spectra of 7-A-AMD solutions:
The absorption spectrum of 7-A-AMD has maxima at 503
and 244 nm at neutral pH and at concentrations less than 6 x 10 M. At higher concentrations, these maxima shift slightly to shorter wavelengths, and the absorbance ratio of the ultraviolet to the visible maxima changes from 1.37 to 1.45. Figure  2 shows the absorption spectrum of 6.2 x 10 M 7-A-AMD in PE. Table  I shows  the absorption  data  for 
